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MASTER OF PUBLIC 
HEALTH STUDENTS:  

A CURATED LIST 

This curated list from the National Collaborating Centre for Determinants of Health (NCCDH) outlines key resources 

to support Master of Public Health students looking to incorporate health equity action into their career in Canadian 

public health. The resources are organized into three main categories: introductory resources, online tools and 

guidance documents.

All resources listed here are available on the NCCDH website at www.nccdh.ca. 
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INTRODUCTORY RESOURCES

For students needing an introduction to the concept of health equity or to the social determinants 
of health (SDH), the NCCDH offers a number of different resources for self-learning.

Let’s Talk series

National Collaborating 

Centre for Determinants  

of Health. [2013–present].

The Let’s Talk series 

is a collection of short 

publications highlighting 

key concepts related to 

health equity in the context 

of public health practice. 

Each resource is meant to help practitioners broaden their 

understanding of the SDH, with discussion questions to 

promote dialogue and action on health equity. We especially 

recommend Let’s Talk: Public health roles for improving 

health equity, which offers an action framework for health 

equity work.

Glossary of essential 

health equity terms

National Collaborating 

Centre for Determinants  

of Health. [2014].

This glossary contains 

15 essential terms for 

public health staff using 

health equity in their work, 

used by English-speaking 

practitioners around the world. Each glossary entry includes 

a definition and an example of how the term might be used  

in real-life public health practice. The resource is available 

as an interactive page on the NCCDH website, as well as  

in a downloadable PDF format. 

PART OF THE LET’S TALK SERIES

LET’S TALK

P U B L I C  H E A LT H  
R O L E S  F O R  I M P R OV I N G 

H E A LT H  E Q U I T Y

PURPOSE AND CONTENTS OF THE GLOSSARY

We created the glossary to respond to practitioner requests to 

promote the use of clear and effective language—within public 

health and across sectors and regions in Canada—in order 

to enhance powerful communication and action on the social 

determinants of health and health equity.

We strove for simplicity and ease of understanding. The terms 

are organized under four categories: 

• Health status

• Root causes

• Populations

• Interventions

Each definition is followed by an example sentence that uses 

the term with a particular audience.

This glossary is available online at www.nccdh.ca/resources/

glossary.

HOW THE DEFINITIONS WERE DEVELOPED 

These definitions were developed by the NCCDH team. We 

reviewed the literature, talked to key informants within 

public health, and focus-tested draft definitions with public 

health colleagues across Canada. Recognizing that essential 

terminology and the meaning of similar terms differ between 

French and English, we undertook separate development 

processes for the English and French glossaries. The 

two glossaries align in many ways, but they are not direct 

translations.

Please keep in mind that the definitions are not intended 

to replace academic/research definitions. We expect our 

definitions to change over time based on feedback from the 

public health community. We have noted sources only when 

our definition is closely related to a published definition.

WE’D LIKE TO HEAR FROM YOU

Does the definition, and the way we use the term in a  

sentence, make sense to you? 

To send us feedback on a particular term, please use the 

comment boxes that are placed under each term on the 

website www.nccdh.ca/resources/glossary.

You can also e-mail comments to Karen Fish ( kfish@stfx.ca ), 

coordinator of the Resource Library. The terms will be updated 

regularly on our website, based on your feedback, as well as 

on evolving usage in the public health community.

 ENGLISH GLOSSARY 
OF ESSENTIAL HEALTH 

EQUITY TERMS

FEBRUARY 2015

http://nccdh.ca/resources/entry/lets-talk-public-health-roles
http://nccdh.ca/resources/glossary/
http://nccdh.ca/resources/glossary/
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Case studies

The NCCDH has produced 

a number of Canadian 

case studies highlighting 

action on health equity and 

the SDH. Spanning topics 

from leadership capacity 

to poverty reduction, these 

resources draw upon 

knowledge from public 

health staff as they share insight on the successes and 

challenges of incorporating health equity into their work.

Curated reading lists

The NCCDH’s curated 

reading lists offer a 

snapshot of resources 

on a variety of SDH, 

including environmental 

public health, racism and 

food insecurity. Though 

not exhaustive, the lists 

highlight key sources of 

knowledge that students 

and practitioners alike can use to inform themselves on 

the basic concepts and considerations of a particular 

determinant as it relates to health equity.

Blog posts

In order to respond to 

current issues relating to 

health equity and the social 

determinants of health, the 

NCCDH blog offers insight 

from knowledge translation 

specialists on issues 

ranging from Tuberculosis 

as a SDH to the NCCDH’s 

own process of becoming 

an intentionally anti-racist organization.

Webinars

The NCCDH’s monthly 

webinar series features 

presentations by leading 

public health practitioners 

on current topics relating 

to health equity action. In 

each session, presenters 

share strategies, insight 

and lessons learned from 

their own programming, 

policy efforts and other interventions. Participants, either 

individually or listening in groups, have the opportunity to 

engage with presenters and fellow attendees during the 

session. Archived versions of past webinars are available on 

the NCCDH YouTube channel.

ColleCtive impaCt and publiC health: an old/new 
approaCh – StorieS of two Canadian initiativeS

part of the 

Learning 
from 

Practice  
series

KEY RESOURCES FOR ENVIRONMENTAL PUBLIC  
HEALTH PRACTITIONERS TO ADDRESS HEALTH EQUITY: 
A CURATED LIST

SEPTEMBER 2016

http://nccdh.ca/resources/type/category/case-study
http://nccdh.ca/resources/type/category/reading-list
http://www.nccdh.ca/blog/listing
http://nccdh.ca/connect/workshops-events
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ONLINE TOOLS

For those seeking opportunities to connect with fellow practitioners or with organizations 
demonstrating a commitment to health equity, the NCCDH offers the following networking tools.

Health Equity Clicks: 

Community

The Health Equity Clicks: 

Community is an online 

forum that is freely 

available to anyone looking 

to discuss health equity 

issues in public health. In 

2018, the Community will 

be revitalized and regularly moderated by the NCCDH. The 

Community is an ideal place to seek advice from working 

practitioners in the public health field.

Resource Library

The NCCDH Resource 

Library is a digital collection 

of over 150 resources 

created by the NCCDH and 

its like-minded peers in 

the field. Resources are 

chosen for their ability to 

support and promote action 

on health equity and the 

SDH. The Resource Library 

includes websites, reports, modules and videos created in 

English, French or both, with a bilingual description available 

for each entry.

GUIDANCE DOCUMENTS

The documents below can be used to help students orient their future work in the public 
health field towards action that promotes health equity.

Common agenda for public 

health action on health 

equity

National Collaborating 

Centre for Determinants  

of Health. [2016].

 

 

The Common Agenda was developed through collaborative 

knowledge exchange with public health practitioners, 

decision-makers and researchers from every province and 

territory in Canada. It is designed to capture their challenges, 

priorities and areas for more focus and collaboration. The 

report and the subsequent summary document are a key 

starting point for understanding the current priorities for 

work on health equity in Canadian public health.

COMMON AGENDA FOR PUBLIC HEALTH 
ACTION ON HEALTH EQUITY

http://nccdh.ca/connect/community-new/
http://nccdh.ca/connect/community-new/
http://www.nccdh.ca/resources/library
http://nccdh.ca/resources/entry/common-agenda-for-public-health-action-on-health-equity
http://nccdh.ca/resources/entry/common-agenda-for-public-health-action-on-health-equity
http://nccdh.ca/resources/entry/common-agenda-for-public-health-action-on-health-equity
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Public Health Speaks: 

Organizational standards 

as a promising practice for 

health equity

National Collaborating 

Centre for Determinants  

of Health. [2013].

This resource features interviews with four public health 

experts as they reflect on their experiences of establishing 

organizational standards and the process of implementing 

these changes to promote growth. For students, this offers a 

snapshot into the challenges that leaders face while bringing 

health equity work to the forefront of an organization’s work.

The National Collaborating Centre for Determinants of Health (NCCDH), hosted by St. Francis Xavier University, is 
one of six National Collaborating Centres (NCCs) for Public Health in Canada. Funded by the Public Health Agency 
of Canada, the NCCs produce information to help public health professionals improve their response to public health 
threats, chronic disease and injury, infectious diseases and health inequities. The NCCDH focuses on the social and 
economic factors that influence the health of Canadians and applying knowledge to influence interrelated determinants 
and advance health equity. We acknowledge that we are located in Mi’kma’ki, the ancestral and unceded territory of the 
Mi’kmaq people. Find out more at www.nccdh.ca. 

Please cite this resource as: National Collaborating Centre for Determinants of Health. (2018). Key public health 
resources for Master of Public Health students: A curated list. Antigonish, NS: National Collaborating Centre for 
Determinants of Health, St. Francis Xavier University
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Funding for the National Collaborating Centre for Determinants of Health (NCCDH) is provided by the Public Health 
Agency of Canada. The views expressed herein do not necessarily represent the views of the Public Health Agency of 
Canada.

This document is available in its entirety in electronic format (PDF) on the National Collaborating Centre for 
Determinants of Health website at www.nccdh.ca.

La version française est également disponible au www.ccnds.ca sous le titre Principales ressources de santé publique 
utiles pour les étudiants à la maîtrise en santé publique : liste de lectures.  

CONTACT INFORMATION

National Collaborating Centre for
Determinants of Health (NCCDH)
St. Francis Xavier University
Antigonish, NS B2G 2W5
nccdh@stfx.ca
tel: (902) 867-6133  
fax: (902) 867-6130
www.nccdh.ca
Twitter: @NCCDH_CCNDS 

PUBLIC HEALTH SPEAKS: 
ORGANIZATIONAL STANDARDS AS A PROMISING PRACTICE TO ADVANCE HEALTH EQUITY

http://nccdh.ca/resources/entry/public-health-speaks
http://nccdh.ca/resources/entry/public-health-speaks
http://nccdh.ca/resources/entry/public-health-speaks
http://nccdh.ca/resources/entry/public-health-speaks

